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PRESIDENT'S VOICE 

Forging 
Ahead 
With a new collective agreement in 
place, QUFA can now turn its attention 
to the many challenges ahead 

By Lynne Hanson 
President, QUFA 

Now that we have a new 
collective agreement {CA) 
in place, it is time to turn 
our attention to some of 
the challenges ahead in 
the next few years. 

In the past month, QUFA'S Executive 
Director Leslie Jermyn has been working 
hard to staff the task forces mandated 
under the new CA, a Joint Committee on 

Facilities and Support for faculty, and a 
Joint Committee to review benefits. 

We at QUFA also continue to be 

concerned about the effect of the new 
budget model and the need for 
corrective measures or re-evaluation of 

the utility of the model itself if necessary. 
The austerity measures facing many 
units are effectively preventing faculty 
renewal, even though Queen's is in a 
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Spread 
the Word! 

QUFA encourages you to print out and 
post a copy of this issue of 

QUFA Voices in a visible place in your 
department or unit. Thanks! 

relatively strong financial position at the 
moment, with a $42.9 million surplus in 
its operating fund as of April 2015. 

I would like to congratulate QUFA's 
Political Action and Communications 
Committee (PACC) for their successfu I 
"Get Science Right" event at the end of 
September. It was a packed house with 
excellent presentations by John Smol as 
our keynote speaker, Annette Burfoot 
for CAUT, and Katie Gibbs from Evidence 
for Democracy. 

Continued commitment to research and 
the basic sciences at every level is 
essential. As we all know, Queen's is very 
much in the public eye at the moment 
because of the phenomenal research 
success of one of our faculty members, 
and I would like to take this opportunity 
to congratulate Professor Arthur B. 
McDonald on being named as co
recipient of the Nobel Prize in Physics. 

Lynne Hanson can be reached at 

lh2@queensu.ca. 

FEDERAL ELECTION 

Talking to the 
Candidates 
Q UFA receives responses to our 
questionnaire to fed eral candidates in 
nearby ridings 

By Stevenson Fergus 

Co-Chair, Political Action and 
Communications Committee (PACC), 
QUFA 

Ahead of the federal 
election on 19 October 
2015, QUFA's Political 
Action and 
Communications 

Committee (PACC) submitted a list of 
questions to all sixteen candidates from 
the major political parties running in the 
following nearby ridings: 

• 
• 
• 
• 

Kingston and the Islands; 
Hastings-Lennox and Addington; 

Lanark-Frontenac-Kingston; 

Leeds-Grenville-Thousand Islands 
and Rideau Lakes. 

Question topics were generated by PACC 
in consultation with QUFA's Executive 
Committee and Council of 
Representatives, and included a number 
of topics of interest to QUFA Members. 
These topics included federal funding of 
research, the role of science in informing 
policy, the long-form census, collective 
bargaining rights, and the maintenance 

of libraries and archives. 

We received responses from five of the 
sixteen candidates: 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

D_aniel Beals, New Democratic Party, 
Kingston and the Islands; 

Mike Bossio, Liberal Party, 
Hastings-Lennox and Addington; 

Margaret Andrade, New Democratic 
Party, Leeds-Grenville-Thousand 
Islands and Rideau Lakes; 

Lorraine A. Rekmans, Green Party, 
Leeds-Grenville-Thousand Islands 
and Rideau Lakes; 

Anita Payne, Green Party, Lanark
Fro nte nae-Kingston. 

While PACC was disappointed not to 
receive responses from a larger number 
of the local candidates, we sincerely 
appreciate the effort that the above 
candidates made in responding to our 
questionnaire . 

All of the responses are available on 
QUFA's Web site, at 
http://qufa.ca/download/2015-fede ral
e lection-q ufa-responses-from
candidates/. 

PACC encourages all QUFA Members to 
review the responses, and be sure to 
vote on 19 October 2015. 

Stevenson Fergus can be reached at 

ferguss@queensu.ca. 
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QUFA EVENTS 

Getting Science Right 
In the lead-up to the federal election on 19 October, 
QU F A's Political Act ion and Communications Comm it tee 
co-hosted a "Get Science Right" event on 24 September 

The event drew over 100 members oft he Queen's community. 

Speakers were Queen's Professors John Smol ( Biology) and 
Annette Burfoot (Sociology), and Katie Gibbs, co-founder and 

executive director of Evidence for Democracy. 

Clockwise from top-right: Emcee Stevenson Fergus (Co-Chair, 

PACC); Professor John Smol; Professor Annette Burfoot; Katie 

Gibbs (Evidence for Democracy); question period with 
audience. Photos by Leslie Jermyn. 

© 2015 Queen's University Faculty Association (QUFA) • www.qufa.ca 

1~ 

1 



4 FA VOICES• OCTOBER 2015 

FYI 

Handling Media 
Inquiries 
Make t he most of your opportun ities to 
speak with the med ia by being well 
prepared ahead of time 

By Lynne Hanson 
President, QUFA 

r,' As faculty members at 
Queen's, we are 
sometimes asked to 
respond to media 
inquiries to provide an 

expert opinion, to comment on a 
newsworthy event, or to respond to 
criticisms of our own work. Whether this 
media attention is favourable or not, it is 
a good idea to think about how to 
respond in advance, and to seek advice 
when necessary. 

If the media contacts you, it is an 
opportunity for you to convey your 
expertise, and you shou Id seek to make 
the most ofit. Conversations with 
journalists may happen in an impromptu 
fashion, such as a phone call in your 
office, asking for your input on any given 
subject. You don't need to answer on the 
spot; if you are in the middle ofa task 
tell them you will call back shortly. Th1s 
gives you time to think about your 
response and to consult with others 
when necessary. 

It helps to have your speaking points 
written down in front of you, and to 

Voice 
Your Views! 

Do you have an opinion about anything 
you have read in QUFA Voices? If so, 

send a letter to the editor: 

mayr@queensu.ca 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

QUFA Has a New 
Collective 
Agreement 
A draft of the new collective agreement 
(2015-2019) and a Summary document 
are available he re: 

http://www.q ufa .ca/ collective
agreement/ 

The final version of the CA will be 
released soon. If you have any 
questions about terms and conditions 
of employment, please contact QUFA 
staff: 

http://www.q ufa. ca/a bout/ contacts
and-organization/ 

know what you want to say before you 
say it. It also helps to know more about 
the program or interviewer beforehand. 
For example, you would want to be fully 
prepared for a one-hour televised 
interview. Focus on the important issues 
in the debate; don't speculate on 
unknowns or allow yourself to be side
tracked by irrelevant questions. 

Even if media attention is unwelcome, 
this opportunity can be used to respond 
effectively to public criticism. The legal 
requirements of res po nsi ble journalism 
include the obligation to seek both sides 
of the story. Journalists must therefore 
seek out the opinion of people who face 
public criticism and accurately report 
their response so that their perspective 
can be balanced against any critique. 
This response may be communicated in 
whatever medium a person is 
comfortable with (for example, one can 
respond via e-mail rather than through a 
phone conversation or participation in a 
radio interview.) It is a good idea to 
respond in some fashion to ensure that 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

QUFA 
Distinguished 
Service Award 
QUFA has created an annual award to 
honour Members who have made a 
notable contribution to Queen's 
through service to improving the 
working lives of QUFA Members. 

Any QUFA Member can nominate a 
current or former (retired) Member for 
the award. There is more information 
and a nomination form here (5th bullet 
under "Current Members"): 

http://www. qufa. ca/member
services/ma in/ 

Please submit nominations to Lynne 
Hanson (I h2@queensu.ca), Chair of the 
Nominations Committee, or to Leslie 

Jermyn {jermynl@queensu.ca), 
Executive Director. 

Please contact Leslie if you have any 
questions. 

both sides of the story are covered, and 
two conflicting stories may prevent 
publication. 

Finally, QUFA is ready to speak out in 
support of our Members, and we will do 
our utmost to protect our faculty's 
reputation, integrity, and academic 
freedom. Please contact us immediately 
if you have any questions or conce ms 
about media inquiries, as we may be able 
to help. We fully expect that central 
administration at Queen's should 
support its faculty members in the same 
manner, demonstrating faith in our 
abilities and upholding our reputation in 
the public eye. 

Lynne Hanson can be reached at 
lh2@queensu.ca. 
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